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RETURN to on Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 March 1859;— 



COPY “of CORKESPONDENCE between the Board 
and the Patron of the Belvoir National 
School, in the County of Clare" 



of Education in Ireland 
Agricultural Model 



Office of National Education, Dublin, 
21 March 1859. 



MAURICE CROSS,! „ 

JA.VIES KELLY, /Seoretacics. 



COPY of Correspondence between the Board of Education in Ireland 
and the Patron of the Belvoir National Agricultural Model 
School, in the County of Clare. 



Gentlenaen, j2 

tb. I L ^ that the Belvoir Agricultural School is now closed, 

the teacher having gone to Lougheran. ’ 

If he failed in carrying out the system to my satisfaction I attribute it to 
want of capital and proper accommodation, for he was inteliigent and attentive. 

1 expended a large sum on the Belvoir School-house, and a large sum in 
improving the land of which the farm consists, in cleaning, inclosing, and suh- 
soding ; but though I lost no occasion to uphold the national system and carry 
out its ™ws, I felt I was not favoured as others were, who I have the presump- 
tion to think were not more deserving. 

Whether the model farm be (continued in operation or thrown into the 
demesne mu.st now depend on you, my Lords and Gentlemen ; and yet when 
1 looic hack on the failure of my former applications on the subject, and come 
to consider that even the estimate which was ordered to be prepared for the 
mere necessary repairs of the school-house several months ago, on which not a 
smiling in the way of repair has been hitherto looked for since its erection, 
has up to this hour remained unnoticed, I fear I have little to expect from mv 
present application. 

A definite proposition at the earliest convenience I shall hope for. One 
involving any further expenditure on my part cannot be acceded to. 



To the Commissioners of Education, 
Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) D. J. Wilson. 



(4353—55.) 

Belvoir Model Agricultural National School. 

Education Office, 20 June 1855. 

We are to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant on the 
subject of the above school. 

As regards the repairs of the premises, we are to remind you, as stated in 
our letter of the 28th September last, that, being vested in trustees, it devolves 
225. A on 
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on them and not on the Commissioners of National Education to execute such 
repairs. 

If the premises were vested in the Commissioners, including the land appro- 
priated as a model farm, for the usual term of years and at a moderate rent, 
and the school placed under the exclusive control of the Board, the Commis- 
sioners will then undertake the whole cost of maintaining the Belvoir Model 
Agricultural School. 

The present lease does not include the land, and is only for 31 years from the 
18th June 1835. 

This lease should be surrendered by the trustees and a new deed executed to 
the Commissioners, which should include the farm as well as the site for the 
school buildings. 

You ai’e not to consider this letter as a pledge that the Commissioners will 
take the Belvoir School under their exclusive management; their object is to 
ascertain your views on the subject, and whether a new lease can be given. 

Should you be disposed to enter into an arrangement such as we suggest, it 
will be then necessary to obtain the report of the agriculrural inspector, and 
also of the architect, before the Commissioners could come to any decision. 

We have, &c. 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir, (signed) Maurice Cross,'] c, , . 

Sixmile Bridge. Jama Kdly, j Secretaries. 



Copy of Letter from D. J. Wilson, Esq., to which the Letter from the Secre- 
taries of the Commissioners of National Education, bearing date 28th Sep- 
tember 1854, and referred to in Communication of the 20th June 1855 is 
a reply. 



Sir, Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, 18 August 1854. 

Some of the inspectors having reported against the state of the floors of the 
Belvoir School, and some of the windows and furniture needing repair, I have 
to request the Commissioners might direct the architect or clerk of works to 
make an inspection of the premises. 



I have, &c. 

. (signed) D. J. Wilson. 

To the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Mariborough-street, Dublin. 



(5699—54.) 

Copy of Letter referred to in Communication from the Secretaries of the 
Commissioners of National Education to D. J. Wilson Esq dated 20th 
June 1855. 

Sir, Education Office, 28 September 1854 

In answer to your note of the 18th ultimo, we are to state, that, as the 
Belvofr Model Agricultural National School premises are vested in trustees it is 
for them to execute whatever repairs, &c., maybe requisite ; the Commissioners 
could not, in accordance with their rules, grant any portion of their funds for 
the purpose. 

'J he clerk of works will, however, ais you request, visit the premises when he 
is next in the neighhourhood, and will point out those defects, &c., which he 
may deem desirable to be remedied. 

We are, &c. 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., (signed) Maurice Cross,'] o j. • 

Sixmile Bridge. James Kelly, j^^cretaries. 
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(4353—55) 

Beivoir Model Agricultural National School. 



In reference to the repairs of the premises, the patron thinks it will be found 
though It may have been stated in the secretaries’ letter of the 29th of Sen' 
tember last, that “ the Beivoir School, being vested in the hands of trustees R 
devolved on them and not the Commissioners to execute the repairs ” that 
the orders to inspect and report on the necessary repairs, were not ffiven nre 
■nous to that communication having been made. ® ^ 

The patron is ready to lease the entire premises at ll. ys. 6d. the acre 



(4574—55.) 

Beivoir Model Agricultural National School. 

, , , Education Office, 22 June 1355. 

We are to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, on the 
subject of the above school, which we presume to have been written by you 
but which is without any signature. ’ 

Wc beg to observe that the information conveyed in the letter referred to is 
not sufficient to enable us to bring the case of the Beivoir School under the 
notice of the Board. 



The information required by our letter of the 20th is : — 

1st. Are you willing to place the school under the exclusive control of 
the Commissioners ? 

2d. Are the trustees prepared to surrender the present lease ; and, if so, 
will you make a lease to the Commissioners ? 

3d. For what length of time do you propose to grant a lease? 



4th. The quantity of land, statute measure, included in the model farm 
and site of the buildings ? 

We beg to remind you, that in asking for such information, we merely wish 
to be in a position to bring the case before the Commissioners, and do not 
make any pledge as to what their decision may be. 

We are aware that the order to report on the repairs of the Beivoir National 
School-house was issued to the clerk of works after our letter of the 28th Sep- 
tember, The object of his visit was to point out to you what repairs were 
required. Mr. Morris, the clerk of works, stated in his report that as you were 
from home when he visited the school, he had not an opportunity of consulting 
you, but that he since communicated with you on the subject. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., 
Beivoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice 

James Kelly, j 



Secretaries. 



(4574—55.) 

Beivoir Model National Agricultural School. 

Beivoir, Sixmile Bridge, 26 June 1855. 
The patron of this school was (erroneously it appears), under the impression 
that his mode of identifying himself with the above establishment, in his com- 
munication to the Commissioners of Education, on the 21st, had been suffici- 
ently formal and explicit. ^ ^ . • i 

He thought that with headings such as, " Board of Guardians,” “Limerick 
Workhouse,” The Chairman, &c., &c.,” “ Limerick. County Gaol,” “ The 
Goveimor, &c.,” would, under ordinary circumstances, be deemed a sufficient 
identification, without the addition of attaching the signatures of these jndiri- 
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duals, the more especially if the handwriting of the individuals were known to 
the persons addressed, and which the patron of the Belvoir School was under 
the impression was the case with regard to his handwriting and the secretaries 
of the National Board of Education (but eiToneously it appears), for they can 
only “ presume” the letter to have been written by the patron. 

It is hoped the annexed form will prevent any further objection on the score 
of insufficiency of identification. 

T, David John Wilson, patron of the Belvoir National Agricultural School, 
undertake and certify as follows : — 

1. To place the school under the exclusive control of the Commissioners. 

2. The trustees or survivor of them to surrender old lease ; patron to make 
a new one. 

3. For any term required by the Board. 

4. Extent about 13 statute acres. 

5. The caution to the patron not to be too sanguine as to favourable issue 
was unnecessary, for he had not forgotten antecedents. The Commissioners 
will not pledge themselves. The patron does himself. 

6. If the object of the visit of the clerk of works was merely to point out to 
the patron the necessary repairs, it was (he may be permitted to say) a work of 
supererogation, inasmuch as the patron was already fully in possession of what 
was requisite to be done. 

But if to “ point out” was merely the object, why was the patron subsequently 
furnished with an estimate ? and if the object was merely to “point out,” why 

did the clerk of works ? but as the patron feels it would be idle to proceed 

with further queries, he refrains. 

7- The Belvoir Male School is at present closed, and must continue so till 
some arrangement is concluded. 



Belvoir National School, Sixmile Bridge, Clare. 

Gentlemen, 19 July 1866. 

Although as patron of the Belvoir Agricultural National School, I intimated 
that the school was closed, and would remain so until some agreement was 
come to with the Board of Education, I have been since then called upon 
by your secretaries “ to procure an adequate supply of books and tablet 
lessons.” 

Taking into consideration that there is neither master nor scholar in attend- 
ance, it is hoped the present supply will for the present prove fully adeouate 
to the demand. j 

And although in reply to queries from the Board, arising from communica- 
tions m reference to repairs to the school-house, 1 intimated in clear and 
unequivocal terms, my readiness to place the premises under the sole control 
of the Board ; and although I had previously intimated my intention not to 
expend any further money on the premises, the secretaries, without anv 
allusion whatever to my offer to comply with the proposition 1 received have 
walk ’ remove dampness from the floors and 

■Whether the jiroposition or inquiry, as to my consenting to vest the pre- 
mises in the Boai-d was made by the secretaries in expectation or hope of mv 
refusing my assent, or whether upon further consideration it may be deemed 
expedient to execute the necessary rep.airs to the Belvoir School as fif I be 
rightly informed), has and is being done in other similar cases (nofwithstand 
mg the plea put forward by the secretaries on more than one occasion that 
fixed rules could not be violated), it is not for me to say ; I feel I was Quite ns 
deserving of an exception as others. 4 a* 

I have, &c. 

To the Commissioners of Education, (signed) D. J. Wilson. 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 
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Belvoir National Agricultural School, Clare. 

letter), his wife a delicate woman with three children tL elTe 
old, and having in addition to the care of these children an^ 
school, to take charge of the crons on the ft™ . and teaching at the 

but reasonable that the secretaries of the Board’ of * >t would be 

decide on the course they mean S pursue with reghd^^^^^^ 
schools and premises, whether to^take them iSo lu * Behoir National 
abandon them altogether. to 

All the patron requires is a definite answer. 

I am, &c. 

To the Secretaries, Board of Education, . 

Marlbovough-street. ^ ratrou. 



Copy Letter enclosed in Communication of 27 July 1855. 

Ur.- . Belvoir Female School, 26 July 1855. 

of NaLn^Fdlc F r “"u“ Cominissioners 

hnmlf T ^kmg them to take these premises, &o., into their own 

hand..^ I respectfully heg leave to inquire if you had any oommimication from 
boT vpT'* object, as I am most anxious to join mv husband, as it is 

heino- ?r and expensive to be so long separated, and thereby 

being obligea to keep up two establishments. ^ 

J will feel very thankful if you will be pleased to let me know the result of 
your apphcation to the Commissioners. 

I am, &c, 

D. J. Wilson, Esq. Mary Anm Madden. 



(6345—55.) 

Belvoir Agricultural National School. 

■ Office of National Education, 

T , r , 13 August 1855. 

_ In reply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, we are to observe that the commu- 

reference to the Inspector’s Report 
ot the 29th May, on the above school, which was in operation at that date ; and 
turther, that the letter in question was issued from the department having 
charge of the Inspector’s Report, before the letters notifying the closing of the 
school, and the correspondence connected therewith, could be recorded in that 
department. 

We are also to observe, that in affixing our signatures to so large a number 
ot documents every day, the irregularity of which you complain escaped our 
notice. ^ 

We await the Report of the Agricultural Inspecfor in order to bring the case 
of the school fully before the Board. 

We are, &c. 

D. J. Wilson, Esq. (signed) Maurice Cross, 'Ic. . • 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. James Kelly, jSecretanes, 



223. 



^3 
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Belvoir National Agricultural Model School, Sixmile Bridge, Clare. 

13 August 1855. 

The patron of the Belvoir National Agricultural School takes leave to caU 
the attention of the Commissioners of Education to the enclosed letter from the 
late teacher of the school ; and has to inform the Commissioners that he is pre- 
pared to increase the number of acres to be attached to the school to 20. 

An early decision on the case, the Commissioners must see, would be most 
desirable. 



(Letter 5934 — 55, and Agricultural Inspector’s Report 1391.) 



Belvoir Agricultural School, County Clare. 



Sifj Education Office, 15 August 1855. 

With reference to your letter of the 1 3th inst., enclosing a letter from the 
late teacher of the above school (Thomas Madden) relative to the crops at pre- 
sent on the farm, we are to inform you that Madden mav dispose of the crop in 
question should he so desire. 

We are also to acquaint you, that having referred to the agricultural in- 
spector, he states that he has made arrangements with you to visit the Belvoir 
school, farm, &c., during either this or the following week. 

We return the letter refeiTed to. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq. 
Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



(signed) 



We are, &c. 
Maurice 

James Kelly, j 



Secretaries. 



Belvoir National School, Clare. 

Dublin, 13, Westland Row, 

rr . o , ^ December 1855. 

iHE patron of the Belvoir School takes leave to annex for the Commissioners 
of Education a copy of an extract from a letter which he received on Saturday 
last trom the country. 

The patron was under the impression he should, long ere this, have received 
some omciul notification from the Board of Education in reference to this school 
in reply to those which he took leave to officially address to the Commis- 
sioners. 

“Both male and female schools are closed. It is, indeed, sad news for the 
children of the neighbourhood to have the Belvoh- school closed, and too bad 
to find a school which has effected so much good should be allowed to fall away 
in such a manner, fhere are already many persons complaining seyerely at 
school has been closed, and what must their feelings be when 
they find it is about to be closed altogether?” 



(8821—65.) 

Belyoir Model Agricultural National School. 

7 „ Education Office, 13 December 18.56 

In reply to your letter of the 1 0th inst. we are to state, that we haye receired 
from the agncultural inspector a special Report on the above schooT ?he 
architect also has received instructions to report as to the buildings &c^in 
order that the question of the assignment of the premises may bfbrougS 

before 
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before the Board of National Education. Owin^ however to hi« 

and important duties, he has not as vet h^pn nowever, to his very many 

We regret that the BelvorsioXho^ld be cllrbutte , 

the Commissioners are to blame for thU Jiot think that 

award the usual salaries to any properly qualifieTTe^oh^ 
with whom, as patron, the appoiKn^t^ 

We have, &c. 

D.J. Wilson. Esq., f”T?‘’"’]Secretaries 

13, Westland-?Jw. Kelly, j^’ecretanes. 



Belvoir National Agricultural School, Clare. 

T, c , Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, Clare 18 March IS^fi 

_ In reference to recent communications from the secretaries of the Commis 
sioners of Education, the patron of the Belvoir National Agricultural School is 
anxious to know whether the “important duties” assigned as a reason for 
Sth thr s°b* lati of December, have yet been disposed of. 

farm rema?nsfrl‘le “d the 

tom lemains idle, in consequence of the patron being left in a continuous state 

of uncertainty as to the intentions of the CommissioSeis 



Belvoir National Agricultural Model School, Clare. 



T , . , , Belvoir, 5 April 1856. 

In returning the enclosed query sheet to the secretaries, the patron of the 
Belvoir National Agricultural School takes leave to forward conies of two 
letters which he addressed to the Board of Education (and which have not 
been acknowledged), as liis reply to query 2. 



Copy of Letter referred to in Letter from Mr. Wilson, dated 5th April 1856. 

_ Dublin, 13 Westland-row, 10 December 1855. 

^ 1 HE patron of the Belvoir Schools takes leave to annex, for the Commis- 
sioners of Education, a copy of an extract from a letter which he received on 
Saturday last from the country. 

The piitron was under the impression he should long ere this have received 
some official notification from the Board of Education in reference to this 
school, in reply to those which he took leave to officially address to the Com- 
missioners. 

Both male and female schools are closed. 

It is indeed sad news for the children, of this neighbourhood to have the 
Belvoir School closed, and too bad to find a school which has effected so much 
good should be allowed to fall away in such a manner. There are already 
many persons complaining severely at the- short time the school has been 
closed, and what must their feelings be when they find it is about to be closed 
altogether.” 



Copy of Letter referred to in Letter from Mr. Wilson, dated 5th April 1856. 

Belvoir, 14 March 1856. 

The patron of the Belvoir Agricultural School having, so far back as June 
last, answered the queries sent to him in reference to the school and land 
attached, in, as he thought, clear and explicit affirmatives, and having subse- 
quently, through Dr. Kirkpatrick, intimated the length he was prepared to.go 
to induce the Commissioners to extend him a portion, of the favours coifferred 
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upon other institutions, was induced to think the state of the Belvoir School 
might at length receive the favourable consideration of the Commissioners. 

Ihe school has now been closed some months, the farm lies idle, and the 
patron is ignorant of the intentions of the Commissioners as to whether the 
land IS to be continued as a model farm. 



For the Commissioners of Education, 
Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



(2630—56.) 

Belvoir Model Agricultural National School. 

Sir 

i . I • , Education Office, 26 April 1866 

havl ® S your several letters respecting the aLve school 

the , unanswered ; we, however, deferred replying to them in 

Sr.sxiS'r.hSV*".- •“ 

®°P*umber this report was referred to Mr. Darlev the architect 

— Mt woik 

you Hmt we shall lose no timj' in procuring th'^k^altciStnVtS cVmm”! 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., 
Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



We liave, &c. 

(signed) Maurice. Cross\^ 

James Kelly j^^^retaries. 



(466 Archt. B. 0. 1 5. 8. 56.) 

Belvoir Agricultural National School, County Clare. 

Wran reference tc c National Education, 21 August 1856. 

school w^ SrdirecteS r “^sP^dence on the subject of the above 

Education have had hef , ° ?? *^^t the Commissioners of National 

"de? tm ifto t eonttiid"" whether 

must depend on th™ auT that ^ °P®“.'‘°'‘ of thrown into the demesne 

on your^par? cannot he’ a“^^ -P“tHture 

might probably amc“80or less than 600 A, and 

consider it their 'duty ^t^ dedinrfor''thrnrese V° V 
model agricnltural schools, in ccnsequence^f th^ 

House 
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House of Commons when the vote for education in j , 

as to the expense incurred by the Board in under discussion 

description. ’ laamtaining schools of that 

The Commissioners greatly regret the delay which has taben 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., 
Sixniile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Crm,1a 

James Kelly, j Secretaries. 



came i was only, when he 

came to look back, what the patron expected 

sums expended, the rents paid. The fixed and unalterable rul^relaxed (Lfter 

) armtron ’'““'T ns^urtions that they could not be relaxed in oTher 
cases) the patron cannot but appreciate, as it deserves the hiehly flatterina- 

BoardTEXeSirclndrs®’^'‘ “f 

f“--tedwi,h copis^rthe rerortrotth: 

refers.’ inspector and architect to which the letter of the secretaries 

The Secretaries, Board of Education, 

Marlborough- street, Dublin. 



Sir, 



{6258 — 56. Comm. 9. 9. 56.) 

Belvoir National School. 

Office of National Education, 11 September 1856. 



' - ......uxvrxjcvi j-.tJuoai.iuu, 11 ocpiemoer Jado. 

IN answer to your communication of the 22nd ultimo, requesting to be fur- 
nished with copies of the reports of the architect and of the agricultural inspec- 
tor, to which we referred in our letter of the 21st, we ai-e directed to state that 
tte reports of the officers of the Board are intended for the information of the 
Commissioners only, and are considered confidential communications ; and that 
as such the Commissioners have in all cases dechned to furnish copies to persons 
asking for them. ' ^ 

We are further directed to call your attention to the letter of the 21st ultimo, 
from which you will perceive that in coming to a decision in the case of the 
Belvoir Model Agricultural School, the Commissioners were influenced by other 
considerations besides the statements contained in the reports of their officers. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq. 
Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,"] a , . 

James Kelly, jSecretanes, 



Belvoir, Sixmiie Bridge, 15 September 1866. 
The patron of the Belvoir National School has been favoured with the reply 
of the secretaries of Education to his letter of the 22nd of August. 

As the Board are precluded from furnishing copies of the reports of their 
officers, “ in consequence of their being considered confidential communications, 
iJ 23 . B and 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE 



and which have in all cases been refused when applied for,” and as the propo- 
sition of the patron has been declined, and without the slightest allusion to the 
terms of the offer be made to the Commissioners, he begs to know whether 
there exists any objection to furnish him with — 

1. A copy of his proposition to the Commissioners in reference to the 
establishment of an enlarged model agricultural school at Belvoir. 

2. T he date of the report of the agricultural inspector thereupon. 

3. The date of the inspection, which it is implied by the letter of the 

secretaries was made by tlie architect, and whether same was made by day 
or by night. ■’ ’ 



4. Whether, as the Board dechnes to establish a model farm at Belvoir 
on an enlarged scale, and as the course pursued by Board has caused the 
farm, as origlually laid out by their present assistant agricultural inspector 
JMr, Brogan, to he abandoned, whether they will also decline puttiiW the 
s^ool-house m repair, in accordance with the report of one of “their 
officers, and which report was asked for by the patron, which report was 
communicated to the patron, which report was consequently not treated as 
confidential, and which report was consequently not one of those which 
had been m all cases refused. 



(6769—56.) 

Belvoir National School. 

gjj. Office of National Education, 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter '^ofSie^SA^tastant 
requesting to he furnished with the following information ’ 

.1. tv proposition to the Commissioners in reference to 

the establishment of an enlarged model agricultural school at Sir " 

2d. The date of the report of the assistant inspector thereon. 

3d. The date of the inspection which it is implied by the letter of the 

ty da; 

4th. W'hether, as the Board declines to establish a model farm at 

denhv ’’ ° &<=. &c. ; and whether they will also 

decline putting the school-house in repair. ^ 

We are now^ directed to reply to the foregoing requests in their order : — 

1. We have received a number of letters from you on this subiect and 

r“qSrra copy. «Wch yo^ 

2. The date of the agricultural inspector’s report is 1? September 1855. 

to on being informed 

by the agricultural inspector as to the extent of buildings which would be 
required, he wrote a letter on the 7th August 1856, o®n which throrde; 
of the Commissioners, dated the 16th August 1856 was made j 

by our letter of the 20th of the same month. . ' ’ 

fn t ■’1’® Commissioners refused, so far back as the 28th September 1854 
to repair the school-house, the premises being vested in trustees ■ and a« 
the trustees are still bound to keep the premises in r^Te Co^^h 
sioneis cannot make any grant for this purpose. 

We have, &c. 



E. J. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir. 
Sixmile Bridge. 



(signed) Jifaurice Cross, 



J.U.UU/ wc ^ross, I c, 

James Kelly, j^ecretanes. 
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Thh patron of the Bdvoir 

noS: f“ow“^ '='>» was 

The patron was of opinion that his request for a copy of the nronosition he 
had made ,n reference to the establishment of an enlarged Model ZSw 
School at Belvoir was sufficiently explicit, but as it appears it has nn^h ^ ' 

considered, he will endeavour to" puf it in a more "tS 

requests he may be furnished w,tli any extract from any letter ro her ’cZ 
mumcation addressed by him to the Commissioners of Etocation their s Z' 
tar.es, or agricultural inspector, between the months of May ISSo’and October 
1866 in reference to vesting the school-house at Belvoir; and lanZtoohed 
thereto, in the Commissioners of Education; and he especklly calls foricopy 
of the proposition he made through Dr. Kirkpatrick in reference to the 
additional land he proposed to add to the farm while he stood upon the land 
pointed out the boundary, and stated the terms on which he was nZparedto 
vest aU the premises in Board and the term for which he was preLred to 

vest them, in consequence of his not being in a position to make Ly further 
advances towards the establishment, and which proposition Dr. Kilpatrick 
duly noted at the time, and the terms of which proposition (from X tte 
patron has hitherto seen of him) he should be much sumrised to find Dr Kirk- 
patnek bad suppressed, but to the terms of which proposition there is no 
allusion whatever in the letter of the secretaries of the 21st of August last 
relief ™ deelming to advance any further sums is put forward in bold 

The answer with respect to the architect (query 3) is. as far as it goes, per- 
fectly satisfactory, hut as the admission that he paid no recent visit to the 
school clearly implies that he had paid a remote one, the patron requests to be 
favoured with its date, as he has been unable to obtain it in any of the quarters 
where he applied ; the month and year will suffice. ^ 

And when the secretaries have been so particular in requiring the patron to 
define exactly what he requires, he further begs to know how rften the 
important duties of the architect referred to in the secretaries’ letter of 16th 
December 1866 land which prevented his making a recent visit to Belvoir to 
report on its building capabilities) permitted him. between the months of 
August 1865 and October 1886, to visit Limerick, which happens to be within 
nine miles of Belvoir. 

In reference to the 4th query, the patron is mistaken or he will be able to 
show, when the time arrives, that the refusal of the Board, or their secretaries 
to deviate from fixed rules, was not in all cases adhered to. 



(7356— 56.) 



Belvoir National School, County Clare. 

Sir, ^ Office of National Education, 18 November 1856. 

We received in due course your letter of the 10th ultimo, in which you make 
the following requests : 



1. The patron requests he may be furnished with any extract from any 
letter, or other communication, addressed by him to the Commissioners of 
Education, their secretaries, or agricultural inspector, between the months 
of May 1855 and October 1856, in reference to the visiting the school-house 
at Belvoir and land attached thereto, in the Commissioners of Education.' 



2. He especially calls for a copy of the proposition he made through 
Br. Kirkpatrick, in reference to the additional land he proposed to add to 
the farm, While he stood upon the-land, and pointed out the boundary, 
and stated the terms on which he was prepared to vest all the premises ip 
Board, and the term for which he was prepared to vest them, in conse- 
• quence of his not being in a position to make any furthei’ advances 
towards the establishment, and which proposition Dr. Kirkpatrick duly 
noted at the time, and the terms of which, proposition (from what the 
patron has hitherto seen of him) he should be much surprised to find 
Dr. Kirkpatrick had suppressed. 
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3. The answer with, respect to the architect (query 3) is, as far as it goes, 
perfectly satisfactory ; but as the admission that he paid no recent visit to 
the school, clearly implies that he paid a remote one, the patron requests 
he may be favoured with its date, as he has been unable to obtain it in any 
of the quarters where he applied. The month and year will suffice. 

4. He further begs to know how often the “important duties of the 
architect, referred to in the secretaries’ letter of I5th December 1855 (and 
which prevented his making a recent visit to Belvoir to report on its 
building application) permitted him between the months of August 1855 
and October 1856, to visit Limerick, which happened to be within nine 
miles of Eelvoir.” 

Tn answer to your first request, we copy the following from your letter of the 
26th June 1855—“ I, David John Wilson, patron of the Belvoir National Agri- 
cultural School, undertake and certify as follows : 

“ 1 . To place theschool under the exclusive control of the Commissioners. 

“ 2. The trustees (or the survivor of them) to suiTender the old lease ; 
patron to make a new one. 

“ 3. For any term required by the Board. 

“4- Extent about J 3 statute acres.” 

In answer to your second request we extract as follows from the Agricultural 
Inspector’s Report of I7th September 1855 : 

“The extent of the existing school farm would not be sufficient for the 
proposed purposes, hut Mr. Wilson will increase it to about 26 statute 
acres. Me wfil give a lease for ever of the entire. The present farm 
(which contains about 13 acres) at 1 Z. 5 s. per acre, which is 2 s. 6d. 
an acre less than is stated in your communication, and for the portion 
which is proposed to be added to the original school farm a yearly rent of 
6 Z. 5 5. will he charged. 

“Mr. Wilson, in order as he says, to prove his anxiety to co-operate 
with the Commissioners, proposes as his contribution towards the erection 
of the necessary buildings to give the additional land rent free for 1 5 years. 

“ If even the Commissioners agree to take the Belvoir National Schools 
and farm, on the conditions proposed by Mr. Wilson, it will be necessary 
to erect a dwelling-house and suitable farm offices, as the present farm 
buildings are, I may say, in a state of dilapidation, and quite unsuitable 
for the pm-poses of a school farm. The farm-steading should be on an 
economical scale, and somewhat similar to the small * covered steadins’ 
which I have suggested for the Temple Douglas establishment.” 

In reply to your thii-d question, we are to state that Mr. Darley never visited 
Belvoir Model Agricultural National School. And as regards your further 
query, we are to state that Mr. Darley visited Limerick nine times during the 
period you mention. ° 

We have, &c. 

T, , ^ „ (signed) Mau7'ice Cross, \ „ , . 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., Sixmile Bridge. James Kelly, / Secretaries. 



Belvoir. 

26 November 1856. 

Tee patron of Belvoir National School, has received the letter of the secre- 
taries of the Board of Education of the 18th instant, and after the most mature 
consideration has come to the conclusion that he will best consult the interests 
of those who would be likely to attend the school by abstaining from any 
comment upon the position in which the Board has been placed by the extraor- 
dinary disclosures which have been elicited in its recent communications with 
the patron of the Belvoir School. 

He is willing to believe that the Commissioners were kept in ignorance of at 
least some of the facts which have been disclosed, and of some of the contents of 
some of the letters which have been addressed to him, and it is in the hope that 
this impression is correct that he now ventures to suggest that the Commissioners 

would 
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would’ be pleased to cai-efulljr review the entire of the correspondence which 
has passed between the Board and the patron of the Belvoir School, since the 
1st of June 1855, and while the patron is willing to wait a reasonable time for 
the result of the deliberation of the Commissioners, he begs to remind them 
that the school is still closed, has been closed for the last 15 months and must 
continue closed until the matter at issue is set at rest. ’ 

Tile patron deems it right to add, that on receiving the letter of the secreta- 
ries of the 18th instant, he caused a notice to be posted stating that he would 
receive proposals for the model farm, and for a term of 21 years, and he did 
this merely for the purpose of ascertaining if he had fixed too high a rent for 
the Commissioners. 

The result has been, that though he intimated he would require two years’ 
rent to be lodged as security till the expiration of the lease, that among others 
he has received two offers, one of W. 5 s., and another of 1 6 8 d. the 

statute acre ; and he further deems it right to state, that the land constituting 
the model farm, and for which he has been offered this rent, was previous to its 
reclamation exactly of the same nature, and a great portion of it in the same 
state, as the tract of (say 13 acres) which the patron proposed to add to the 
model farm, and which in lieu of a contribution he offered to the Commis- 
sioners for 6 I 5 5. a year for ever, and for 15 years rent-free. 



(8495—56.) 



Belvoir National School. 



Sir, Office of National Education, 12 January 1857. 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 26th Novem- 
ber last, the entire of the correspondence which has passed between the Board 
and you, as patron of the Belvoir School, since the 1st January 1855, has been 
laid before the Commissioners of National Education. 

We are now directed to inform you, that before the opinion of the House of 
Commons was pronounced with reference to the increase of agricultural ex- 
penses, the Commissioners had come to a general determination not, for the 
present, to undertake to build any more model agiicultural schools, to be con- 
ducted by them, and at their sole cost, as the erection of each such school 
has, on an average, cost 1.000 L, and the yearly expense of maintenance would 
be considerable, at least 150 1. 

As regards the delay which occurred in giving a definite answer to your pro- 
posal previous to the late discussion in Parliament, we are directed to observe, 
that it arose from the sincere desire felt by the Commissioners to arrive at some 
middle course by which they might meet the general object of a gentleman 
who had been so warm a supporter of agricultural education ; and at the same 
time to lessen the expense of the proposed agricultural establishment, as to 
justify them in undertaking it. 'The Commissioners regret to say that they 
have failed in discovering any such middle course ; having consulted their 
architect, they find that suitable buildings could not be erected for less than 
800 1. ; they are aware of the yearly expense of maintaining, at their sole cost, 
such an establishment ; and they are, therefore, decidedly of opinion, that 
under the existing circumstances, they are bound to decline availing themselves 
of your proposal. 

We have, &c. 

D. J. WUson, Esq., ' (signed) ^“^Secretaries. 

Sixmile Bridge. James Kelh/, J 



Belvoir Agricultural School. 

Eblana-terrace, Kingstown, 17 January 1857. 
The patron of the above school has been favoured with a letter from the 
Secretaries of the Board of Education of the 1 2 th instant, purporting to be a 
reply to that which he addressed to the Copimissioners of Education so far 
back as the 26th of November last. . 

The greater portion of the letter of the secretaries appears to consist of an 
223. B 3 
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attempt to reply to a non-official (though not confidential) observation made 
by the patron, to the agricultural inspector. Upon it, the patron (for the pre- 
sent) abstains from making any comment. The remaining portion of the letter 
refers to the architect’s estimated cost of the necessary buildings. Now, as 
their great cost seems to form the great, indeed the only objection, and as it 
is possible (notwithstanding the “ decided opinion ” of the Board, tiie offer of 
the patron should not be accepted) that the objection may be removed, the 
patron, if the architect’s “ estimate” does not, like his “report,” come under 
the category of “ confidential,” would feel obliged for a copy of it ; and he is 
emboldened in making this request, inasmuch as the Commissioners appear to 
have overlooked the fact of its being more than probable, as the premises were 
not viewed or the building capabilities of the locality ascertained by the 
architect, at any period either “recent” or “remote ’’that the estimate has 
been founded in error. 

The patron’s observations as to the cost of the necessary buildings, being 
the only objection, arises from the fact, he is, from past experience, prepared to 
mention, that the farm, by a comparatively small outlay and with an absence 
of wasteful expenditure, could, in consequence of the very moderate terms he 
is prepared to accept, be made more than self-supporting. 

An early reply is requested. 



Belvoir National Agricultural School. 

Eblana-terrace, Kingstown, 24 January 1857. 

In a letter which the patron of the above school addressed to the agricultural 
inspector on the 21st instant, he expressed a hope, as the school remained 
closed, that the Board would not delay in giving an early reply, as to whether 
it would furnish the estimate he had called for; and the inspector, in his reply, 
having expressed a wish to know what “ estimate ” it was he referred to. 

The patron has now to state that the “ estimate ” he looks for is that referred 
to in a letter from the secretaries of the 25th April 1856, when they state — 

“ On the 1 9th of September 1 855, this report, viz. the. agricultural inspector’s, 
now referred to Mr. Darley the architect, with instructions to confer with the 
agricultural inspector as to the nature of the buildings he deemed necessary, 
and then to submit a plan and estimate of the probable cost, in order that the 
Commissioners might determine whether it would be expedient to expend so 
much in the erection of buildings.” 

The report of the architect, provided it was to be presumed on the plan and 
estimate referred to after conference with the inspector, and refused to the patron 
on the ground of its being confidential, is now admitted to have been founded, 
not upon f)ersonal inspection of the premises, either recent or remote, but 
solely upon the testimony of the agricultural inspector ; yet, strange to say, it 
is in its results diametrically opposed (in the letter that has been disclosed)*to 
the recorded official views and advice of that officer in reference to the identical 
premises. 

In reply, therefore, to the query of the agricultural inspector, the patron has 
to state, that the plan and estimate referred to in the secretaries’ letter of the 
25th April 1856, on which the report or letter, or communication of the 
architect to the Commissioners, it is to be presumed, was founded, and which 
makes the cost of a suitable dwelling, with accommodation for pupils, and 
homestead for a farm of only 26 statute acres amount to 800 i., is what the 
patron of the Belvoir School is anxious to see, as intimated in his letter to the 
Commissioners on the I7th instant, 

Tor the Commissioners, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



Clare National Agricultural School, Belvoir. 

Eblana-terrace, Kingstown, 26 December 1856. 
On the 26th of last month, the patron of the above school addressed a letter 
to the Commissioners of Education, under cover to the resident Commissioner, 

and 
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to kn” w fevoared with any notice on the subject, he now requests 

1st. If his letter was received. 

2d. If received, whether the suggestion it contained has been acted on. 

3d. If not already acted on, whether it is intended to act on it 

^ 4th. In either event, when the patron may calculate on the final deci- 
sion of the Board; 1st, in reference to the recent correspondence- 2d in 
reference to the future destiny of the Belvoir School, and which the patron 
takes leave to again remind the Commissioners still continues closed 



(602-785—57. B. 0. 30. 1. 57.) 

Belvoir School. 

. Office of National Education, 31 January 1867. 

Ihe Commissioners of National Education have had before them your letters 
of the J7th and 24th instant. 

We are now directed to inform you, that the Commissioners are of opinion 
that the expense of erecting suitable agricultural buildings at Belvoir could not 
be considerably, if at all, reduced, in consequence of the existence of certain 
building there already. 

These existing buildings are reported to be in a state of dilapidation, and 
quite unsuitable for the purposes of a school farm ; and the Commissioners 
have invariably found that the cost of altering such buildings, and of putting 
them into a proper condition for their intended use, has always been much 
greater than if no buildings had been previously in existence, and the buildings 
themselves not so suitable or convenient. 

The Commissioners regret very much that it is totally out of their power to 
make the grant you desire ; and this being the case, they are anxious to close 
a correspondence that can lead to no useful result. 

Should Parliament, at some future time, approve of the Commissioners in-^ 
creasing the number of model agricultural schools, and supply the requisite 
amount of funds, the Commissioners will be happy to take. into their favourable 
consideration your proposal, should you still desire the establishment of a 
model agricultural school on your property. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,'\ ct . - 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., (of Belvoir,) James, Kelly, 

Eblana-terrace, Kingstown. 



3, Eblana-terrace, Kingstown, 3 February 1857. 

On the 17th January, the patron of the Belvoir National Agricultural School, 
requested an early reply to an application he made for the “estimate” on which 
the architect framed the report which influenced the decision of the Com- 
missioners of Education in reference to the above school. 

On the 21st, the patron begged the agricultural inspector to urge the Board 
to say whether his request would be complied with .or not. 

On the 29th, the patron called on the Resident Commissioner, was told he 
was ill, but was infoi-med his application would be brought before the Board, 
the following day ; and at the same time, ascertained that there had been a: 
previous meeting of the Board since he made his application. 

No reply having even as yet reached the patron, he again has to request a 
^ definite answer to his application, and has again to remind the Commissioners 

that the Belvoir School still remains closed. 

The patron returns to Belvoir to-day. 
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(976—57-) 

Belvoir School. 

Sir, Office of National Education, 4 February 1857. 

In answer to your note of yesterday, we are to inform you, that your letters 
of the 17th and 24th ultimo, were laid before the Commissioners of National 
Education on the 30th, and their decision communicated to you on the following 
day. 

Our letter was directed on the cover to your usual address, “ Sixmile Bridge.” 

We are, fee. 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., (signed) Maurice Cross, Ic, ^ . 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. James Kelly, j^^^retaries. 



Belvoir National Agricultural School. 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, 8 February 1857. 

On the 5th instant the patron of the above school, on his return to Belvoir, 
found a letter from the secretaries of the Board of Education, bearing date the 
30th January, and purporting to be a reply to two letters which the patron 
had addressed to the Commissioners of Education on the 17th and 24th of 
January. 

It is particularly unfortunate that the patron should have been subjected to 
so many and such repeated delays in his communications with the Board of 
Education ; and it is equally unfortunate that the applications of the patron 
should be so continually misunderstood. Even on the present occasion what 
purports to be a reply to his letters of the I7th and 24th January, is two-thirds 
of it taken up with a subject not once alluded to in either of his letters ; while 
the request to the Commissioners, preferred in these letters, is not even noticed 
in that which purports to be a reply to them. 

The letter of the secretaries, of the 3 1st January, is directed to the con- 
vincing the patron how inexpedient it would be to attempt to add to or alter 
the present buildings, so as to render them suitable for a school farm.” 

Now masmuch ^ the patron never expressed an opinion to any human being 
to the effect tl)at the present agricultural buildings could, by any expenditure 
ever be made available, inasmuch as be never for a moment entertained so per- 
fectly absurd an idea, and inasmuch as neither of his letters of the 1 7th nor 24th 



contains the most remote aUusion to any proposition to alter, add to, or improve 
the present buildings, by any process whatever, he can come to no other' con- 
clusiori than that an application from some other patron, in reference to the 



alteration of some other school’s farm premises, has been taken into con- 
sideration by mistake, or that he has been replied to by the secretaries in 
misuaicc. 

The nature of the patoon’s application was clearly, and as he thought unmis- 
takably, set forth m his letter of the 24th. It was to see the plan and e“ i- 

“slhVprilTsse^' “ of the 

Will the Commissioners continue to withhold a frank and explicit admission 
as to whether such plan and estimate ever existed, recently or remotely and if 

™ refusal or assent -to their production or 

will the Board persevere m avoidmg to again aRude to them ? 

And as the Commissioners entertained so “sincere a desire to meet the 
object of a pntleman who had been so warm a supporter of agricultural edu- 
cation, will he be considered as presuming too much in askinffor “ the Ste 

of the Commissioners general determination not to undertake to build anv 

tt“aZiy S" better's 

^ The Commissioners are not more anxious to close this correspondence than 
IS the patron of the Belvoir School ; with whom the fault lies of its havW I 
protracted, must he for others to pronounce. * having been 

Will the Commi^ssioners now bring it to 'a close by two straightforward and 
explicit replies to two simple queries ? sm-mi warn and 
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(1076—57. B. 0. 13-2-57.) 

Belvoir National School. 



1 u 4' u National Education, 17 February 1857 

Having laid before the Comimssiouers of National Education your commU- 
cation of the 8th instant, they direct us to refer you to their decision as 
veyed to you in our letter of the 31st ultimo, and to inform you that thef do 
not feel called upon to give any lurtber reply. ^ 



D. J. Wilson, Esq. 
Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross."] c, 

James Kelly, j^ecretanes. 



Sf. . . Education Office, 29 May 1857. 

As we perceive from the report of the inspector that the Belvoir Male and 
■ Female National Schools, roll numhei-s 1,263 and 1,825, have ceased for some 
time, and being desirous that they shaU he again opened for the benefit of the 
literary instruction of the children of the locality, we are- to request that you 
will be good enough to take immediate steps for the reopening of these schools 
under competent teachers. 

We remain, &c. 

(signed) 



J. Wilson, Esq., Sixmile Bridge. 



Maurice Qross,-\f^ 

James Kelly, j^ecretanes. 



(No. 37. 29 May.) 

Belvoir School, County Clare. 



Belvoir, 2 June 1857. . 

Notwithstanding the secretaries’ letter of the 17th February, closing a 
correspondence with the patron of the Belvoir School, he finds he is agdn 
favoured with a communication, beaidng date “ Education Office, 29th Mav 
1857” ^ 



The only reply the patron at present feels himself called upon to give to 
this letter from the secretaries, is to refer them to his recent correspondence 
with the Board ; and which would appear, from the tenor of their present com- 
munication, to have altogether escaped the recollection of the Commissionersj 
or their officers. 

^ When the patron receives explicit answers to the information requested in 
his letter of the 8th February, he will not fail to give in return an explicit 
reply to the communication with which he has been now favoured. 



For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 
Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



Sir, Education Office, 10 June 1857- 

Referring to your letter of the 2d instant, calling attention to a communi- 
cation you received from this office, dated the 29th ultimo, we are to remind 
you, that the Belvoir National Schools have been closed for a considerable time, 
and the children of the locality thereby deprived of the educational benefits 
those schools were meant to convey. 

We are again to request that, as local manager, you will take immediate 
steps to re-open the schools under competent teachers. 



We ai*e, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, 
James Kelly, J 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



Secretaries. ' ' 
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Belvoir NatioBal Agricultural School, Clare. 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, 15 June 1857. 
The patron of the Belvoir School acknowledges the receipt of a letter from, 
the secretaries of the Board r)f Education, which shall receive all due attention. 
The letter bears date the 10th instant. 

For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



Sixmile Bridge, 8 September 1857. 

On the 13th of June the patron of the Belvoir School intimated that he 
would give all due consideration to a letter from the secretaries of the Board 
of Education, bearing date the 10th of June. He did so, and came to a con- 
clusion as to the course he would pursue ; but he has failed in his object for 
the present. 

As the patron has been informed, from what he considers good authority, 
that the Agricultural Department of the Board of Education was never in a 
more flourishing state than at present, it is possible the Commissioners may 
now, in their hour of prosperity,” be induced to reconsider the offer of the 
patron of the late Belvoir Agricultural School. 

For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-street. 



(5926—57.) 

Belvoir National School, County Clare. 

Office of National Education, 

Sir, 30 September 185/. 

We are to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, and, in 
reply, have to inform you, that the Commissioners are happy to find that 
there is some prospect of the literary department of the above school being 
opened. 

With reference to the Agricultural department, the Commissioners regret to 
inform you, that the same reasons exist for curtailing the expenses of that 
department as operated when we wrote to you on the 13th January 1857. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) 

J. Wilson, Esq., Sixmile Bridg e. 



Maurice Cross.-^c, ^ . 
James Kelly, ’jSecretaries. 



Belvoir School; Clare. 

Belvoir, 4 October 1857. 

■The patron of the Belvoir School is in the receipt of a letter from the 
secretaries of the Commissioners of Education of the 30th ultimo, intimating 
that the Commissioners “are happy to find there is some prospect of the literary 
department of the school being opened." ’’ 

The repeated letters of remonstrance from the patron to the Board of 
Education, must have already shown how fully the patron was aware of the 
loss and inconvenience being sustained by the closing of the school for so very 
long a period, arising (as would appear hy the letters of the Board) from delay 
consequent upon press of business, and “ important duties,” to be discharged 
by the architect in Limerick and other distant quarters , and also “ the delay 
arising from the sincere desire felt by the Commission ers to arrive at some 

middle 
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middle course, by which they might meet the eeneral nbiect . 
who had been^ so warm a supporter of agricultural education.” S™Ueman 
The intimation that even the literary department of the school is Ukelv to h 
resumed, IS a matter of cougratulation to the patron ; but as he fe kutt^ 
Ignorance upon the subject, perhaps there would be no objection to state toe 
grounds of the Commissioners for coming to this conclusion »„? u ‘ 
school IS likely to open, and under whose auspices. ’ ^ 

For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



(66.37—57.) 

Belvoir National School, County Clare. 

■ a - 1 Office of National Education,- 30 October 1857 

Wis received m due course your letter of the 4th instant, resnect ng the 
above school, in which you observe, “ the intimation that even the ‘ literaJv^ 
department of the school is likely to be resumed, R matter of congratulatton to 
the patron ; but; as he is in utter ignorance of the subject, perhap! there ™u d 
be no objection to state the grounds of the Commissioners for coming to fUs 
conclusion, and when the school is likely to open, and under whose auspices ” 

to» isiw understood, from your letters of 

the ISth June and 8th September, that you were about to re-open the 
iterary department of the Belvoir National SchooL your communication of 
the former date (15 June) being an answer to a letter addressed to you from 
this office, calling upon you to open the schools under competent teachers. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., 
Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Grosser, 

James Kelly, 'j^ecretanes. 



Belvoir National Agricultural School. 



m , 17 T» 1 . V. Belvoir, SixmUe Bridge, 2 November 185/. 

The patron of Belvoir National School is in receipt of the letter of the 
secretaries of the Board of Lducation, 30th ult. 

The patron has referred to his letters to the resident Commissioner of the 
dates alluded to, viz., 1.5 June and 8 September, and which, it is alleged, led to 
the understanding that it was the patron’s intention to re-open the Belvoir 
ochool for literary instruction, but can find no passage in them to warrant such 
a conclusion; m point of fact, following the example set him by the Board on 
more than one occasion, be studiously worded these letters so as to avoid 
giving any undertaking whatever on the subject. 

The course the patron alluded to as being under his consideration, was that 
of having a Member of the lower House to move for the correspondence which 
had passed between the Board and the patron, as the first step towards opening" 
the school under any auspices. ' ' ® ' 

Urgent and important matter of a personal nature at the commencement of 
the Session, and the Divorce Bill and Indian debate towards the conclusion, 
prevented the Member from bringing the mutter forward ; he has, however,, 
assured the patron, that on the meeting of Parliament it shall be the first tbiing’^ 
he will attend to. ' ‘ 

But as the time to wait will be so very long, as the loss to the children is very* 
great, and as the desire of the Board for the re'opening of the school has 
recently become so very strong, the patron is unwilling to throw any obstacle 
in the way. 

And if the Board will even now give him a copy of the plan and estimate, and 
its date, on which it is presumed the architect founded his statement, that the 
223. c 2 necessary 
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necessary buildings for a farm of about 26 statute acres would cost 800 1. (and 
referred to in the letter of the secretaries of the 25th April 1856, and applied for 
by the patron on the I7th and 24th January 1857)i the patron undertakes 
that he will, within 24 hours after he receives them, take steps for the opening 
of the school. 

Or if the Board will give a distinct and explicit assent to the production of 
the correspondence, to which the Member when moving for it may be at liberty 
to refer, the patron gives the same undertaking as to the opening of the 
school. 

To the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin . 



(6976— 57. B. 0. 13-11-57.) 

Belvoir National School, County Clare. 

Office of National Education, 

Sir, 18 November 1857. 

Yora letter of the 2d instant, addressed to the resident Commissioner, has 
been laid before the Board of National Education. 

We are directed, in reply, to refer you to the letter of the 30th of last month, 
for the grounds on which it was inferred that you were about to re-open the 
literary department of the Belvoir National School. 

We are further directed to state, that the Commissioners had fully ascertained 
from the architect that the cost of erecting suitable farm buildings would not 
be less than from 600 I to 800 1, a much larger outlay than they could with 
propriety sanction. The architect did not prepare plans for this particular 
case. 

As regards the production of the correspondence, we are directed to tote 
that it is fully competent for any Member of the House of Commons to call for 
the papers, and it will be for The House to decide if the correspondence so 
moved for should be ordered: the Commissioners will feel bound to comply 
with the order of The House. ^ ^ 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., 
Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, \ o 

James Kelly, ’jSecretanes. 



Belvoir National Agricultural School. 

TT , . 1 . , Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, 24 November 1867 

Until to-day the patron of the above school was unable to attend to^the 
letter of the seoretanes of the 18th, in reference to his proposition as to Ss 
re-opemng the literary department of this school ^ ms 

The patron in his letter of the 2d instant, specially referred to a plan and 
estimate which was supposed to have been made. The reply of the secretatos 
refers to_a plan only, which it is at length admitted “ tL architect Td not 
prepare m this particular case :” but there is no reference whatever to ae 
estimate, by far the more material document of the two 
Is the patron to understand that the omission of any reference whatever to 
the estimate was purely accidental ; that no such document exists; aTthat 
the intention was to convey to the patron that neither plan nor estimate wS 
prepared in this particular case ? ^ csMiuaie was 

For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education 
Marlhorough-street, Dublin. ’ 
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(7453—67.) 



Belvoir National School. 



o. , Office of National Education, 

T "S i 1 i . 27 November 1857. , 

® • directed to state, that the 

architect did not prepare a plan and estimate on the case of the Belvoir School 
to which you allude. 

From the experience of the architect as to the cost of erecting farm buildings 
the Commissioners were satisfied when he reported that the farm buildings in 
question would cost at least 600/., and might amount to 800/., that thev 
could not be erected for a less sum. ^ 

We have, See. 

r, T wT-1 -n (signed) Maurice Cross,} ^ . . 

p. J. Wilson, Esq. James Kelli/, Secretaries. 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. 



Belvoir National Agricultural School. 



m ^ r , . . r, , Belvoir, 12 December 1857. 

lEE patron of the Belvoir School is in receipt of the letter of the secretaries 
of the Board of Education of the 2/th ultimo. 

As it now appears that neither plan nor estimate was made in the case, it of 
course foUows that neither can be furnished to the patron, and his proposal on 
that score in reference to the opening of the schools for literary instruction 
consequently nil. 

His proposal that the Commissioners should put the Member who is to move 
for the correspondence in a position to say the Board of Education assented to 
its production, is neither declined nor accepted, dr even noticed in the letter of 
the Board of the 27th, except so far as the secretaries intimating to the patron 
the forms pursued in the House on the occasions of papers being moved for, 
upon which score the patron sought for no information, inasmuch as he was 
already in possession not only of these well-known forms, but also of the fact 
that upon many such occasions it frequently occhrs that the Member who 
moves announces it has been intimated to him that his motion will not be 
opposed— the natural course, the patron would say, where there existed no objec- 
tion to inquiry, and it was in this position the patron wished to place the 
Member who is to move in the present case. 

As, however, the Board canpot assent to the patron’s first proposition, and 
as it appeai-s it is unwilling to accede to his second, and as the Board is now as 
anxious as the parents have long been for the opening of the school (leaving 
the patron to put the correspondence before Parliament and the public as best 
he may), he makes another proposition to the Board, viz. — 

That the Board shall, even now, put the patron in possession of a copy of the 
“ architect’s report,” referred to in their letters of the 21st August and 11th 
September 1856, and 27th November 1837, or of his letter of the 7th August 
1856, and referred to in the secretaries’ letter of the. 24th September 1856. 

And the patron further proposes that tlje Board shall also put him in posses- 
sion of the date of the general determination of the Boardmot to undertake 
to build any additional model agricultural schools,” as stated in the secretaries’ 
letter 12th January 1857, and whether same was come to by a written or verbal 
resolution. 

The object of the patron is to arrive at the truth and facts of the case. 
These terms being directly and explicitly replied to, and complied with, the 
patron will carry out his undertaking as to the opening of the school. 



For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, &c. 
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(7824—57. B. O. 18-12-57.) 

Belvoir National School. 



Sir, Office of National Education, 21 December 1857- 

Having laid before the Commissioners of National Education y(jur letter 
of the 12th instant, we have been directed to inform you, that as the questions 
put by you have no connexion with the opening of the literary schools at 
Belvoir, the Commissioners do not feel themselves called upon to answer these 
questions. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir, 
Sixmile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cro5s,1 
James Kelly y J 



Secretaries. 



Belvoir National School, County Clai’e. 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, 28 January 1858. 

The patron of the Belvoir School is in receipt of the letter of the secretaries 
of the Board of Education of the 21st ultimo, informing him, that as the 
questions he put have no connexion with the opening of the literary department 
of the schools at Belvoir, “ the Commissioners do not feel called upon to 
answer these questions.” 

The patron has, in reply, to state, that, in his opinion, those questions have 
connexion with the opening of the schools, and for the following reasons : 

1st. The patron submits that the questions now put to the Board, form 
a portion of those which were put to the Board in January last, in- 
reference to certain documents, and answers to which questions were then 
first avoided— ^subsequently refused to be answered, by a closing of the 
correspondence by the Board on the 17th February last. 

2d. That after the re-opening of the correspondence by the Board, in 
reference to the re-opening of the school for literary instruction the 
patron made the furnishing of those documents for which he had so long 
before applied one of the terms on which he would take steps to re-open the 
school. He, in reply, received a letter admitting that one of these docu- 
ments, the plan, had never been in existence, and on further pressure, 
another admission, that another of the documents, viz., the estimate, had 
never been inexistence, notwithstanding repeated allusions to them, during 
a correspondence of months — of years. 

3d. That inasmuch as the information at length given by the Board in 
reference to those two documents was really given as connected with the 
re-opening of the school for literary instruction, and inasmuch as those 
documents formed a “ part and parcel ” of those which the patron had 
originally applied for ; and inasmuch as the two on which information has 
now at length been given, as well as those on which information is now 
again refused, w^ere thus identified, the patron submits he is, on the 
foregoing grounds, not assuming too mucii in saying, the questions he 
lately put, and which are refused to be answered, have connexion with the 
re-opening of the schools for literary instruction — have been linked to it, 
not alone by the previous proposition of the patron, but by the subsequent 
act of the Board itself, in giving information in reference to the plan and 
estimate. 

But the patron feels he has fully connected the questions he put with 
reference to the re-opening of the school : he will not further press for the pro- 
duction of the documents, and for this simple reason, that he is, from the course 
persevered in by the Board, driven to this conviction, that a report, or anything 
deserving the name of a report, from the architect, that the “ general determi- 
nation and endeavour to find out a middle course,” as set forth in the secretaries’ 
letter of the 12th January 1857, will both prove, like the visit of the architect 
to the premises, and the plan and the estimate, never to have bad an existence 
and for coming to this conclusion, the patron now proceeds to give his reasons. ” 
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In consequence of certain statements, and subsequent admissions connected 
with those statements, and emanating from the Board, and which were cod™ 
dered by those made acquainted with them as (to speak in the mildest termsi 
reflecting but little credit on a body to whom was intrusted the charge of 
ampartmg literary and moral instruction to the children of the lower orders in 
Ireland, the patron suggested to the Board, on the 26th November 1856 in 
urgent terms, " that it should carefully review the correspondence which had 
^ken place ; and of some of the facts which it disclosed, it was to be hoped the 
Commissioners had been kept in ignorance ; and reminding the Board that the 
school was still closed.” Receiving no reply, the patron, on the 26th December, 
again wrote to the Board, requesting to know if his letter had been received ; if 
received, whether acted on, and again reminding them that the school remained 
closed : still no reply— no notice of either of those letters. At an interview with 
Dr. Kirkpatrick about the first week in January 1857, he (as was his custom) 
resorted to every argument and used every endeavour to remove tbe impression 
the patron was under, that the Board had acted unfairly towards him. The 
patron heard him out patiently, while he gave assurances that the Board had 
been all through most anxious to meet the patron’s propositions, which Dr. 
Kirkpatrick had communicated, but that the Board were prevented acceding to 
it by the opinion expressed in the House of Commons against further outlay 
in agricultural buildings. This was only in accordance with a previous official 
instruction from the Board as a ground for non-complinnce ; but Dr. Kirkpatrick 
seemed to lay such stress upon the point, and to consider it so conclusive a 
reply to the patron’s complaint, that the patron was at length induced to ask 
Dr. Kirkpatrick why, if there really existed such anxiety to meet the patron’s 
offer, there were such vexations, such frequent and such long delays in replying 
to or noticing it ; why, notwithstanding his repeated applications, it was not 
accepted and acted on when no obstacle existed or presented itself; why it was 
not acted on before Parliament had expressed an. opinion against a further 
outlay, the patron’s offer having been made so far back as June 1855, and The 
House not having expressed its opinion until the latter end of Spring 1856, a 
period of nearly 12 months t On the patron asking Dr. Kirkpatrick how he 
intended to account for this, he made no reply ; again he was pressed for an 
answer, but the doctor, though anxious and even ready with a reply upon other 
occasions to attempt to smooth- or reconcile, was upon this occasioq taken (or 
appeared to be taken) quite aback, and offered no reply, no explanation to the 
question pressed upon liira. In a few days after, the patron received the letter 
of the secretaries of the 12th January 1857, purporting to be a reply to that he 
had addressed to the Board on the 26th November 1856, but which, on referring 
to it, will be seen, was in reality an attempt to reply to the question the Agri- 
cultural Inspector had been unable to answer ; and then, on perusal of this 
letter of the 12th January, did the patron for the first time hear of the ‘‘ general 
resolution or determination” that had been entered on previous to the opinion 
being expressed by the House of Commons, and of the middle course” which 
the Board had been so anxious to steer, but which middle course it had failed 
to discover. 

The time that has been consumed in attempting to discover this " middle 
course” and the “ general determination” come to previous to the opinion 
expressed in Parliament, was now, it appeared, put forwai*d to account for all 
the vexatious delays to which the patron had been so long subjected, which had 
caused the school to remain closed, and also to account for the final rejection of 
the patron’s offer. 

Whose aid, the patron would ask, was called in to assist in . discovering the 
“ middle course” ; the Agricultural Inspector’s, who was well acquainted with 
the exertions and with the inclination of the patron to meet the wishes of the 
Board in every possible way — with the locality—with all the facts connected 
with the case ? No ; he, it would appear, by his silence when questioned, was 
in utter ignorance of this voyage of discovery for a “ middle course.” Was the 
patron's assistance looked for to aid in it, either by further conti-ibution or infor- 
mation as to the building facilities? no. Then whose aid was looked for to 
pilot the Board in this search for the “ middle course ” ? i'he architect,., it 
would appear ; that same architect who reportea, if he did report, without ever 
having visited the locality ; who reported, as had been admitted, merely upon 
the report of the Agricultural Inspector, and yet who would appear to haye 
^ o _ reoorted 
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reported, if he did report, as if the necessary buildings for a farm of 26 statute 
acres, with accommodation for the master and four or five boys, was to cost 
600 Z. or 800 L ; and such was the pilot whom, it would appear, the Board 
selected to advise with and guide them on their “ middle course,” and whose 
advice they, after 12 months of due consideration, adopted, and which advice, 
it would appear, was in direct opposition to that of the Agricultural Inspector ; 
for, from as much of the Agricultural Inspector’s report as has been allowed to 
transpire, it would appear that he recommended as follows : That the farm- 

stedding should be on an economical scale, and somewhat similar to the small 
covered stedding which he suggested for the Temple Douglas establishment.” 
But this pilot was not selected to guide the Board in the voyage of discovery 
for the “middle course;” or, if consulted, his advice would appear to have 
been set at nought. 

By the patron’s letter of the 26th November 1 866 it. will be seen how earnestly 
he suggested a careful review of the coiTespondence between him and the Board 
in reference to the extraordinary disclosures which had been elicited, and of 
which disclosures he expressed a hope the Commissioners had been in ignorance ; 
and by the letter of the secretaries of the 12th January 1857, it would appear 
that “ the whole of the correspondence had been laid before the Commissioners.” 
I'he patron is not aware whether, in the manner of conducting the business of 
the Board, the intimating of the “ laying of papers before the Commissioners” 
by special and urgent request, as referring to what an applicant might consider 
important matter, implies that such papers havebeen “read and duly considered 
but if such impression be intended to be conveyed, the patron is really at a loss 
to account for the entire and total absence of any allusion whatever to the dis- 
closures to which he referred in his letter of the 26th November 1856, and 
which he has no hesitation in saying were considered by many, though not very 
serious, as not very reputable. 

And if the laying of the correspondence before the Commissioners implied 
that it had been “duly read,” and “carefully considered,” the patron is still 
more surprised that the secretaries of the Board should in the same letter of the 
12th January 1 85/ ha've stated, “ We are directed to inform you that before the 
opinion of the House of Commons was pronounced with reference to the increase 
of agricultural expenses, the Commissioners had come to a general determina- 
tion not for the present to undertake to build any more schools,” &c. 

The patron repeats, he is surprised that such an assertion should have been 
ventured on, inasmuch as a letter in this same correspondence, which the secre- 
taries state they had laid before the Commissioners previous to this letter of 
the I2th January being written, contained the following passage, the letter 
bearing date the 20th August 1856: “They (the Commissioners) consider it 
their duty to decline, for the present, establishing any, additional model agricul- 
tural schools, in consequence of observations made in the House of Com- 
mons,” &c. And thus, while the Commissioners are in the latest letter made to 
rely and take refuge beiiind the earliest “determination,” they are in the earliest 
letter made to rely and take refuge behind the latest determination. The patron ’ 
leaves the Board and its secretaries to fix the time, and reconcile the terms 
“ before ” and “ in consequence of.” He leaves them to account for the total 
absence of any allusion whatever in the letter of the 12th January to the sug- 
gestion which had been so strongly urged in the patron’s letter of the 26th 
November 1856, and to which the letter of the 12th January purported to be a 
reply. He leaves them to account for how it came to pass that that same letter 
of the 1 2th January, instead of being a reply to the letter of the 26th November, 
as it purported to be, should in reality have been a reply, not to any official 
communication from the patron to the Board, but to a non-official observation 
which he made to the Agricultural Inspector. 

He leaves them to account why the recommendation for a farm stedding on 
an economical scale is never once referred to in the correspondence, while the 
changes are rang and re-rung upon an expenditure of 600 800 I, and up to 

1,000 1., for a little farm of 26 statute acres. 

That the school has been closed for two years and a half is, unfortunately 
too true. That the patron frequently and in most urgent terms called the 
attention of the Board to the fact cannot be denied : see his letters and answers 
in the quere sheets. That the Board did subsequently, on one or two recent occa- 
sions, call the attention of the patron to the fact, is freely admitted. That the 
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but if they be in exisU-nce, let them be produced — a report founded upon neither 
plan nor estimate — a report founded on inspection of the premises, neither recent 
nor remote— a report founded (as asserted) on the report of the agricultural 
inspector, and yet, as far as has been disclosed, opposed to that report. 

A report rcade in ignorance as to whether foundations were to be sunk half 
afoot or five feet ; whether quai’ries were distant five miles or 15 perches; 
whether sand was distant a quarter of a mile or five miles ; whether lime was 
distant one mile or five miles; slates 2^ or 10 miles; whether masons and 
carpenters were to be procured at S*-. or 5s. a day, labourers at \0d. or l.v. 8rf.; 
whether home-grown timber for gangways, scaffolding, &c., &c., was to be paid 
for, and drawn a long distance, or to be had on the spot gratis. 

A report which the letter of the secretaries of the referred to 

as having represented premises to be in a state of dilapidation, but which said 
premises a letter of the same secretaries of the 18th November 185(> admitted 
had never been seen by the person reporting, if he did re))ort— a report often 
referred to, and relied on notwithstanding, even so late as December 1 857 ; and 
which report combined with the resolution of the Commissioners already 
referred to, and of which resolution, whether it was written or verbal, or recent 
or remote, there is as yet no evidence adduced, combined, it is possible, with an 
under-current, that prevented a steering of the “middle course,” if it was 
attempted, tended to seal the doom of the little agricultural farm at Belvoir, to 
which the patron had given no little of his time tmd attention, which the patron 
was at one time sanguine enough to hope would have really proved a model 
farm, and which he is confident would have become a model farm, had it 
continued under the charge of one, whose valuable services the patron, on being 
applied to, freely and unhesitatingly dispensed with, and placed at the disposal 
of the agricultural department of the Board. How the Board have requited 
the patron, whom they have been pleased to describe as “ a gentleman to whose 
exertions in behalf of the system of national education the Board were so much 
indebted,” he leaves their correspondence to answer. 

Whether the course persevered in in that correspondence to the very last, 
and the facts which it discloses, be worthy of a body entrusted with such ample 
funds, and on whom devolves such grave responsibility, the public will now 
pronounce. 

For the Commissioners of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



(725—58.) 

Belvoir National School, County Clare. 

Sir, Education Oflice, 30 January 1858 

W E are to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 28th instant 
in reply to ours of the 21st ultimo, and have to acquaint you that vour letter 
stall receive due attention. ^ 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cros&;\ „ 

James Kelly, ]»'‘<=retaries. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir, 
Sixmile Bridge. 



Belvoir National School, Clare. 

Tub patron of the Belvoir National School addressed a letter to ^the* Board of 
28th January, to which he did not ask for or expect any 

A letter from the secretaries to the Board, of the. 30th January, intiniate'd 
that the patron s letter had been received, and should meet with “ due attention ” 
ibis intimation induced the, patron to think a reply was intended, and caused 
the patron to pause on the. course he was about to pursue. 

No 
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No communication, however, having up to this time reached the patron, he 
is now induced to ask whether the letter of the secretaries of the 30th January 
was intended to convey that the patron’s letter of the 28th January would he 
replied to ? 

For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-strect, Dublin. 



(1532—58.) 

Belvoir Agi’icultural National School, County Clare. 

Sir, Education Office, 13 March 1858. 

In answer to your note of the 9th instant, we beg to acquaint you that our 
letter of the 30th January was not intended to convey a promise of reply to 
yours of the 28th of that month, and wliich, we are to observe, you do not 
appear to expect. 

We beg further to state that the letter of the 30th January to which you 
allude, was the usual form of acknowledgment. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, . . 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir, James Kelly, j^^ecretanes. 

Sixmile Bridge. 



Belvoir National School. 

Sixmile Bridge, Belvoir, 15 March 1858. 

The patron of the Belvoir School is in receipt of the letter of the secretaries 
of the Board of Education of the 13th instant, and on a communication with 
another patron, a reference to the patron of the Belvoir School’s letter of the 
9th, as well as some remote communications to him from the Board, it would 
clearly appear that the letter of the secretaries of the 13th instant affords an 
additional proof of the absence of due consideration and precaution, and which 
has been so frequently evinced in the more recent communications from the 
Board. 

As the impression the patron entertained, and on which he sought informa- 
tion, is set at rest, it is unnecessary to enter into particulars. 

For the Resident Commissioner, Board of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. . 



( 5397 — 58 .) 



Belvoir National School, County Clare. 



Ofiice of National Education, 

. 28 October 1858. 

The Commissioners of National' Education have had under consideration a 
letter addressed to the Right honourable Alexander Macdonnell by the Rev. 
P. Quaid, P. P., on the subject of the re-opening the literary department of the 
Belvoir National School, and praying that steps may be taken without further 
delay to afford the children of the district the benefit they are entitled to from 
the school. 

The Commissioners now direct us to make you acquainted with the Rev. 
Mr. Quaid’s application, and to request that you will comply with it. 



D. J. Wilson, Esq.j Belvoir, 
Sixmile Bridge. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) ^ Maurice Cross, 
James Kelly, 



Secretaries. 
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Belvoir National ScLool, Clare. 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge, I November 1858. 

The patron of the Belvoir School is in receipt of a letter from the secretaries 
of the Commissioners of Education (28th ultimo) which alludes to a letter 
addressed to the Resident Commissioner by the Rev. Mr. Quaid, in reference to 
the re-opening of the school. 

When the patron is furnished with a copy of Mr. Quaid’s letter, he will 
endeavour to reply to that which has been addressed to him by the secretaries. 



(Copy letter 6439 — 58.) 

Belvoir National School. 



Office of National Educational, 

. 3 November 1858. 

In compliance with the request contained in your note of the 1st instant, we 
enclose a copy of the letter of the 9th September, addressed by the Rev. P. 
Quaid to the Resident Commissioner, the Right honourable Alexander Mac- 
donnell, on the subject of the above school. 



D. Wilson, Esq., Belvoir, 
Sixmile Bridge. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross ^ 1 c 
James Kelly, j 



ecretaries. 



Copy Letter from the Rev. P. Quaid, referred to in Letter from the Secretaries 
to Mr. Wilson, dated 3 November 1858. 

Q. O’Callaghan’s Mills, County Clare, 

^ 9 September 1858. 

may recollect, in an interview I had with you some time ago respecting 
Belvoir National School, I urged upon you the necessity of having that school 
put into operation for the benefit of the youth of the district. I endeavoured 
to induce Mr. Wilson, the patron, to do so, but have failed. I now beg leave 
to direct your attention and that of the Commissioners to this school, and 
request that steps will be taken without further delay to afford the children of 
fte district the benefit they are entitled to from this school. I am sure you 
liardship, and I may add the injustice, done the people of this 
rWM T ‘he benefit that would arise to their 

children had this school, as it ought to have been, duly carried on. Mr. Wilson 

hi^^“ Yo "’•f <3°“™ssioners, from their unfair treatment of 

him. You state it is Mr. Wilson s fault as patron ; but, between you and him 
tinn Jv ' ^ ™ the locality which in my mind requires restitu- 

‘‘‘ 

I am daily urged by the people on this subject; I therefore request imme- 
uiate attention to it. 



To the Right Hon. Alexander Macdonnell, 
Resident Commissioner, Education Office, 
Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



1 am, 
(signed) 



&c. 

P. Quaid, p. p. 



ueivoir National School. 

correspondence. 
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con'espondeace wiU prevent him from immediately commenting on the subiect 
of the Board s letter. *' 

But the Commissioners may rest assured the patron will not fail to fulfi his 
promise of replying to it, and, on the present occasion, through the press • and 
at the same time will endeavour to relieve himself from the imputation put 
upon him by the Resident Commissioner, leaving the public to pronoimcp 
between them. r 

For the Commissioners of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 



(6579-58. B. O. 12.11—58.) 

Belvoir National School, Colinty Clare. 

Sir, Office of National Education, 20 November 1858. 

Haying laid before the Commissioners of National Education your letter of 
the 6th instant, they direct us to acquaint you, that, unless you are prepared 
to re-open the literary department of the above national school without delay, 
they will be compelled to require the trustees of the school to appoint another 
person as manager. 

We are, &c. 

D. J. Wilson, Esq., (signed) Maurice Cross^a l • 

Belvoir, Sixmile Bridge. James Kelly, 



Belvoir School, Clare. 

^ Hibernian Hotel, Dawson-street, 26 November 1858. 

The patron of Belvoir School has been favoured with the secretaries letter 
of the 20th instant, intimating that his letter of the 6th had been referred to 
the Commissioners, and that unless he was prepared to re-open the literary 
department of the school without delay, the Commissioners would be com- 
pelled to call on the trustees to appoint another manager. 

The letter of the patron of the 6th, referred to, intimated his intention of 
replying to the previous communication of the Commissioners as soon as he 
had referred to the voluminous coiTespondence, and had disposed of an urgent 
matter of d private nature. 

Under these circumstances, when he comes to consider the number of days, of 
weeks, of months, of years, that he was left to wait for replies from the Board of 
Education ; when he comes to consider the nature of the excuses resorted to, to 
account for those delays, and the highly reputable nature of the replies when 
they were vouchsafed, the patron cannot withhold from expressing an opinion, 
that the Board, in thus attempting to press and threaten him, have evinced in 
no small degree (to speak in the mildest terms) a most extraordinary degree 
of oblivion, or something more. 

' The patron intends to reply at his earliest convenience. 

The Board will take such steps as it may deem consistent with its former 
course of action, now that its memory has been refreshed upon the subject. 

For the Commissioners of Education, 

Marlborough-street, Dublin. 
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